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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-23 are pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Vance 
et al (US 6,41 1,605 B1). 

Claims 1, 14, Vance et al disclose a system for ensuring availability of network 
resources for conference calls, comprising (referring to figure 1 and 2): endpoints (14, 
16, 18 of figure 1) that request the conference calls' a resource scheduler (26 of figure 
1) for receiving the conference call requests {the scheduler receives access requests 
from network users who desire to schedule a conference call (column 5, lines 39- 
41)}; a gatekeeper (28, 30, 32 of figure 1) communicatively coupled to the resource 
scheduler (26) for managing the network resources {In response to the received 
scheduling request, the scheduler accesses a database of scheduling information 
to determine whether resources are available (column 6, lines 8-20)}. 
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Claims 2, 15, Vance et al further teaches wherein the gatekeeper (30, 32 of 
figure 1) includes a connectivity policy module (30, 32) for maintaining network policies 
(column 6, lines 8-20). 

Claim 3, Vance et al further teaches wherein the network policies include call 
authorization policies {In order to control access to the scheduling system via the 
Internet, it is desirable to identify the users who will be allowed to schedule 
conference calls or make changes to scheduled conference calls (column 5, lines 
19-35)}. 

Claims 4, Vance et al teach wherein the network policies include call 
management policies (see column 19-35). 

Claim 5, Vance et al furthermore teaches wherein the network policies include 
network bandwidth management policies {If the resources are available, then the 
scheduler schedules the conference call by reserving the available resources, 
updates the scheduling database to reflect the unavailable status of the reserved 
resource at the time of the conference call and reports the conference call 
information. The conference call information, may include (time, date, duration 
etc.) as well as information for accessing the bridge resources.} 

Claim 6, Vance et al further teaches wherein the gatekeeper manages the 
network resources based on the conference call requests and the network policies {In 
response to the received scheduling request, the scheduler access a database of 
scheduling information to determine whether resources are available. In this 
regard, the scheduler determines what resources are necessary (based on, for 
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example, the number of participants, the time of the call and the duration of the 
call) and compares this information to the current state of the database to 
determine whether appropriate resources are available. If the resources are not 
available, the scheduler may transmit a resources unavailable message to the 
user and return the user to the scheduling request prompts. Alternatively, the 
scheduler may propose an alternative conference schedule based on available 
resource. If the resources are available, then the scheduler schedules the 
conference call by reserving the available resources, updates the scheduling 
database to reflect the unavailable status of the reserved resource at the time of 
the conference call and reports the conference call information. The conference 
call information may include the scheduling information (time, date, duration 
etc.), (column 6, line 7-30).} 

Claims 7, 16, 17, Vance et al teaches wherein the gatekeeper (26, 28, 30, 32 of 
figure 1) includes a bandwidth module (32 of figure 1) communicatively coupled to the 
connectivity policy module (scheduler 26) for determining network bandwidth 
availability for the conference call requests {column 6, lines 8-10, "In response to the 
received scheduling request, the scheduler accesses a database (32) of 
scheduling information to determine whether resources are available"}. 

Claims 8, 9, and 10, Vance et al teaches wherein the gatekeeper (28, 30, 32) 
includes a call authorization (user database 30) and management module (part of 
user database 30, not shows) communicatively coupled to the bandwidth module 
(scheduler database 32). {As illustrated in FIG. 2, includes establishing a user 
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database of authorized user, to facilitate entry of a list of participants, the 
scheduler may be programmed to receive participant information from other 
application such as electronic address books, (column 5, lines 18-67)} 

Claims 11, 12, 18 and 19, Vance et al further teach that wherein management of 
the network resources includes determining if sufficient network resource are available 
to connect the conference calls associated with the conference call requests {In 
response to the received scheduling request, the scheduler accesses a database 
of scheduling information to determine whether resources are available. ..If the 
resources are available, then the scheduler schedules the conference call by 
reserving the available resourcem updates the scheduling database to reflect the 
unavailable status of the reserved resources at the time of the conference call 
and reports the conference call information, (column 6, lines 7-30).} 

Claims 13 and 20, Vance et al further teaches wherein if the gatekeeper 
determines that sufficient network resources are unavailable to connect the conference 
calls at requested times, the resource scheduler notifies the endpoints of alternate times 
for requesting conference calls. {If the resources are not available, the scheduler 
may transmit a resource unavailable message to the user and return the user to 
the scheduling request prompts. Alternatively, the scheduler may propose an 
alternative conference schedule based on available resource (column 6, lines 15- 
20)}. 

Claim 21, Vance et al discloses a system for ensuring availability of network 
resources for a conference call, comprising (referring to figure 2): means for requesting 
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the conference call (interface with internet); means for receiving the conference call 
request (receive access request); means for accessing a connectivity policy module, the 
connectivity policy module having connectivity policies (Authenticated?); means for 
determining available network resources (resources available?); means for determining 
if sufficient network resources are available to connect the conference call based on 
connectivity policies, the conference call request, and the available network resources 
(see figure 2). 

Claim 22, Vance et all discloses a system for allocating network resource for 
conference calls, comprising: a plurality of local area network (column 4, lines 34-46); a 
plurality of endpoints (14A, 14B, 16A, 16B, 18A, 18B) coupled to the local area 
networks for requesting conference calls; a resource scheduler (26) coupled to the local 
area networks for scheduling the conference calls; and a gatekeeper (28, 30, 32) 
coupled to the resource scheduler (26) for allocating the network resources to the 
conference calls. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vance et 
al (US 6,41 1 ,605 B1 ) in view of Bruno et al (US 5,784,561 ) 
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Claim 23, Vance et al disclose a discloses a system for allocating network 
resource for conference calls as explained in the rejection station of claim 22 (parent 
claim), although Vance et al does not teach wherein each of the plurality of endpoints is 
a videoconference-enabled device, this claim limitation is well known in the art and is 
teach by Bruno et al. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to those having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to configure the a video conference system such as 
that teach by Bruno et al, in Vance et al to provide video conference. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brenda Pham whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3135. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin, can be reached on (571) 272-3134. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 

July 29, 2005 
Brenda Pham 



Conclusion 




